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Vocabulary for IELTS is a much talked about topic. There is so much advice
out there on how to attain the vocabulary needed for the exam.
However, I am not in the habit of re-inventing the wheel, so I am going to add
my opinion and advice to what is already out there.
The best approach to vocabulary is reading, reading, and more reading. The most
popular topics within IELTS are: (c/o www.ieltsmaterial.com)

This is by no means a definitive list, but by reading about the topics listed here,
you will come across a wide range of vocabulary, which will aid you when not
only speaking, but also when writing.
Sources:
Newspapers, magazines, blogs, novels, Specialist books, the internet, and more.
Reading material is all around you, but it is up to you to search for the sources and
start reading.
Another way to build up your vocabulary is to look at word forms.
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Prefixes and suffixes.
Prefixes are letters (2 or 3 usually), which come before words, and suffixes are
letters, which come after words.
Il, un, in, dis, re, um, mis - are all common prefixes. With prefixes you are
getting ‘2 for the price of one’ that is, you get 2 new words instead of one.
Dis - agree, illusion, parity, joint, appear,
Il – legal, legible, literate, legitimate, logical.
In – visible, tolerable, action, accessible, active.
Im – possible, polite, balance, material, mature.
Re – do, make, write, sit, open, activate, admit.
Mis – place, read, align, understand, behave, diagnose.

Suffixes.
Comfort, wash, wear, use, attain, - able.
Sad, happi, good, dark, tired, ill, blind, kind - ness.
Govern, intern, nourish, treat, manage, arrange – ment.
Danger, marvel, courage, mountain, poison, fame - ous.
Use, care, regard, speech, law, home, help, end - less.
Use the guide on the next page to practice using both suffixes and prefixes in your
vocabulary and watch it grow!
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